' REASONS humbly offered ed on the behalf * the Traders 71 hs City 


of London, in favour of a —_ propoſed to the Conſidera- 
tion of the Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords, to be added 


to a Bill, Intitled, An Act to explain, amend, and render 
more effectual An AF made in the Twelfth Tear of the Reign 

of his late Majeſiy King GEORGE the Firſt, Intitled, 
An Act to prevent frivolous and vexatious Arreſts. 


Law have been eſtabliſned in the City of London, for Re- 
covery of Debts contracted within the ſaid City, according 
to the Rules of the Common Law and Cuſtoms there uſed: 
One of which, called the Mayor's Court, fits every Day in the Week ; 
the other Courts, called the Sheriffs Courts, fir four Days in the Week. Of 
the firſt the Recorder, now one of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer, 
is the Judge, and his Predeceſlors have been generally advanced to the greateſt 
Dignities in the Law: The other two Judges are a Sergeant at Law, De- 
puty to the preſent Recorder, and an Utrer-Barriſter, all of them having Sa- 
laries paid by the City: Which Courts are ſupplied with Jurymen of able 


: Citizens, returned by the Aldermen of the ſeveral Wards, who ſerve annu- 


ally in their Turns, each Ward a Month in the Year. 

2. That the Expence of trying a Cauſe in theſe Courts, doth not amount to 
a Fifth Part of the Expence of the Courts at V ſtminſter-hall and by rea- 
ſon of the frequent holding of theſe City-Courts, a Cauſe is much ſooner 


brought to a Tryal, than in the Courts above, and are of Benefit in long 


Lacations eſpecially, when no other than the firſt Proceſs can iſſue from the 
Courts at Weſtminſter. 


3. As the quick Diſpatch and ſmall Expence of the City Courts are of great 


Benefit to thoſe who have Occaſion to ſue for their Debts, ſo they are of 


great Eaſe to a Defendant, who may even after a Verdict recovered againſt 
him, upon Application to the Lord Mayor, without the Expence of a Writ 
of Error, have a Month's Time allowed him for Payment, without any 
Cauſe aſſigned. And upon his repreſenting that he is not able to pay ſo 
ſoon, upon giving Security may have ſuch reaſonable "Time for Payment, as 


his Lordſhip ſhall think fit; and this his Lordſhip hath Power to do, and to 
ftay Execution, by the ancient Uſage of the City, and i is called the marking 


of a Cauſe before the Lord Mayor. 


4. That by the 21 of Jac. I. cap. 23. no Cauſe can be removed from an 
Interior Court, where the Debt or Damages demanded, do not amount to 


Five Pounds; and it is apprehended that at that Nn that Sum was 


equal to about Twenty Pounds now, and the fame Reaſon will hold to carry 


the like Proviſion to the laft mentioned Sum at leaſt. And the Honourable | 


Houſe of Commons, the Seſſion of Parliament in the Year 1730, in a 


Bill which paſled that Houle, were of thar 5 Opinion, having inſerted a Clauſe 
to that purpoſe. 


And as theſe Courts are of great Ady antage to the Tohabitants, and ficly 
adapted to a Trading City, 


Ir is humbly hoped, that in the Bill mow depending for preventing frivolous.” 


and vexatious Arreſts, Provifion may be made to reſtrain the bringing of 
Habeas Corpus's for Removal of Cauſes our of the City-Courts, where 
the Debt or Damages ſhall not amount to Twenty Pounds, or ſuch other 
Sum, as this Honourable Houſe ſhall think fit. 


HAT by ancient Cuſtom and Une ſeveral Courts of 


REASONS 


Fur aClanſe to reſtrain the Removal 


of Cauſes from the Courts of the 
City of London, where the 
Debt or Damages do not amount 
fo Fwenty Pounds, 
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